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“Who	 in	 the	 world	 would	 think	 that	 Calamity	 Jane	 would	 get	 to	 be	 such	 a	 famous
person?”	one	of	the	pallbearers	at	her	funeral	asked	an	interviewer	many	years	later.	It
seemed	like	a	reasonable	question.	Who	else...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
In	an	era	when	 there	were	 few	options	 for	women,	 she	had	 the	audacity	 to	be	herself.	She	 lived	as	 she
pleased,	which	is	to	say	that	she	allowed	herself	the	same	freedoms	her	male	contemporaries	assumed	as
their	birthright.	She	spoke	her	mind.	She	flouted	the	rules.	She	dressed	as	a	man	when	it...

Reader's	Opinions
After	visiting	South	Dakota	and	seeing	many	references	and	books	about	Calamity	Jane,	I	was	excited	to
read	about	her.	I	was	very	disappointed	in	this	biography.	Calamity	was	way	more	myth	than	fact.	She	was
a	large	woman	who	could	easily	dress,	cuss,	and	work	like	a	man.	She	was	an	unstoppable	wonderer	and	a
pathetic	alcoholic.	She...
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