
THE	GO-BETWEEN
L.P.	Hartley's	moving	exploration	of	a	young	boy's	loss	of	innocence	The	Go-Between	is
edited	with	 an	 introduction	 and	notes	 by	Douglas	Brooks-Davies	 in	 Penguin	Modern
Classics.'The	past	is	a	foreign	country:	they	do	things	differently	there'When	one	long,
hot	summer,	young	Leo	is	staying	with	a	school-friend	at	Brandham	Hall,	he	begins	to
act	as	a	messenger	between	Ted,	the	farmer,	and	Marian,	the	beautiful	young	woman
up	at	the	hall....
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Grown-ups	didn't	 seem	to	 realize	 that	 for	me,	as	 for	most	other	schoolboys,	 it	was	easier	 to	keep	silent
than	to	speak.	I	was	a	natural	oyster.	L.P.	Hartley,	The	Go-Between	//

But	I	was	not	so	much	interested	in	facts	themselves	as	in	the	importance	they	had	for	my	imagination.	I
was	passionately	interested	in	railways,	and	in	the	relative	speed	of	the	fastest	express	trains;	but	I	did	not
understand	the	principle	of	the	steam	engine	and	had	no	wish	to	learn....

Reader's	Opinions
Upon	second	reading,	this	is	definitely	a	five	star	book	for	me.	The	first	great	thing	about	it	is	that	Hartley
offers	some	really	wonderful	descriptions	of	the	natural	world.	The	novel	is	set	at	an	English	country	house
in	the	summer	of	1900,	a	record	heatwave,	and	the	atmosphere	is	filled	with	wheat	fields,	swimming	holes,
and	cricket...

Easily	now	one	of	my	 favorite	novels.	Hartley's	 ability	 to	write	 children	 is	 amazing.	This	 is	 a	must-read,
heartbreakingly	good.
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