
THE	TALE	OF	GENJI
In	 the	 early	 eleventh	 century	 Murasaki	 Shikibu,	 a	 lady	 in	 the	 Heian	 court	 of	 Japan,
wrote	 what	 many	 consider	 to	 be	 the	 world’s	 first	 novel,	 more	 than	 three	 centuries
before	 Chaucer.	 The	Heian	 era	 (794—1185)	 is	 recognized	 as	 one	 of	 the	 very	 greatest
periods	in	Japanese...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Real	things	in	the	darkness	seem	no	realer	than	dreams.	Murasaki	Shikibu,	The	Tale	of	Genji	//

Why	do	you	grieve	so	uselessly?	Every	uncertainty	is	the	result	of	a	certainty.	There	is	nothing	in	this	world
really	to	be	lamented.	Murasaki	Shikibu,	The	Tale	of	Genji	//

Reader's	Opinions
Utterly	meaningless	star	rating	alert:	what	else	could	you	give	it?	Now,	granted,	I	suspect	a	lot	of	readers
are	just	like	me,	in	that	we'll	go	hunting	for	really	good	things	about	this	book,	even	if,	on	the	surface,	it
perhaps	 does	 less	 for	 us	 than	 most	 1400	 page	 medieval	 tales.	 And	 I'm	 not	 afraid	 to	 admit	 that	 the
overwhelming	impression...
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