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The Liberal Imagination is one of the most admired and influential works of criticism of
the last century, a work that is not only a masterpiece of literary criticism but an
important statement about politics and society. Published in 1950, one of the chillier
moments of the Cold War, Trilling's...
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Peek Inside the Book

We live, understandably enough, with the sense of urgency; our clock, like Baudelaires, has had the hands
removed and bears the legend, It is later than you think. But with us it is always a little too late for mind,
yet never too late for honest stupidity; always a little too late for understanding, never too late for
righteous, bewildered wrath; always too late for thought, never too late for nave moralizing. We seem to
like to condemn our finest...

Reader's Opinions

Not every single essay in Lionel Trilling's collection of 'The Liberal Imagination' was relevant to my limited
interests. Nevertheless | was able to find some really good bits and pieces here and there...In order to
understand Trilling's approach to...

Well, this guy is brilliant. His essays are investigations into the political ramifications of our literature: not
in any foolish way either, but talking about the deep assumptions of the culture and how the stories we tell
and the way that we tell them interacts with those assumptions. He is learned and wry. His raised-eyebrow
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